
Why did the South Secede? Primary Source Worksheet 

As you read the provided documents, answer these questions:  

• What were the Southern states afraid would be changed?

• What did the Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party say they were going to change?



• Which of those fears seemed justified? (That is to say, did Southerners have reason to be 
afraid those changes would happen?) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• What goals did the Southern states hope to achieve by seceding? 

 


